Education Pack

Step back in time and explore1950s Wimborne

We aim to give children a fun and stimulating insight into the social history of
1950s Wimborne.
Our models and displays give the opportunity to ‘step back in time’ and
experience what it was like for grandparents growing up in the 50s
We have also developed a range of resources to help make the most of your
visit, they can be used as an introduction prior to your trip or as reinforcement
and follow up activities. Resources include; background information on the
1950s, curriculum linked activities and lesson plan ideas. These are all
downloadable from our resource site after booking or as a hard copy during
your pre-visit.
Contact Details:
Wimborne Model Town
16 King Street,
Wimborne,
Dorset BH21 1DY
Email:
infor@wimborne-modeltown.com
Telephone: 01202 881924 Greg Hoar General Mgr

What we can Offer
Explore our facilities to learn about Wimborne social history on the 1950s.
What was school like in the 1950s?
What did Grandparents buy?
Compare a school day in the 1950s with today by Look in the model shop windows, there are over 100
using our school
to view, and see what was for sale in the 1950s. How
display area.
have things changed?
Our shop display contains
A group of six
photographs and a range
pupils can use the
of original 1950s shop
area at a time,
items showing what shops
so there is plenty
were like in the 1950s.
of opportunity for
Are there any brands you
role play and a
can recognise from today?
1950s lesson as part of your visit.
Teachers can even challenge themselves with the
Try your hand at using
dreaded 11 plus exam questions.
pounds, shillings and pence, a
Answers provided but no cheating!
great Mathematics
opportunity.

1950 - 2000

Timeline
Follow the timeline and find out how the model village has changed since the 1950s

and get a glimpse of important events in each of the decades.
Can you place the events in chronological order and say how life has changed as a result of them?
Trails and Challenges
To enhance your visit we offer self led trails and challenges that will help your pupils gain a better
understanding of life in the 1950s. The trail encourages pupils to look closely at details and develops
observation and communication skills. There are opportunities to cover a range of curriculum areas;
Art & Design, History, Geography, Maths and Science.
Pupils will work as a team to train as ‘1950s detectives’ to find Molly the Wimborne Cat’s hideout. They
follow the trail around the Model Town finding out about the 1950s. Only the best detectives can find
Molly, so Curriculum linked detective training tasks are placed along the trail in order to collect clues to
the hideout. As a team they must put the clues together to discover Molly and be awarded their 1950s
Detective certificate and badge.
All information and resources required for detective training task are supplied free of charge. Trails and
training tasks can be adapted to suit both EYFS and KS1. If you have a particular theme or topic you would
like us to support please get in touch, we are happy to help.
Trail
Molly the Wimborne Cat loves to play hide and seek and has left clues around the Model Town,
but only the best Detectives will be able to find her hideout..
Can the children follow the Wimborne trail, graduate as detectives and work as a team to
find Molly’s hideout? A fun and motivational way to learn about the1950s.
The Wimborne trail is history and geography based but the Detective Tasks cover areas such as Science,
Maths, English, Design and Technology, Art and Design.
The best Detectives have to be able to:
o Listen very carefully - Look closely - Be very quiet (They must be able to creep up on Molly so she
will not run to another hideout.) - Work as a Team to solve problems
On discovering Mollys hideout the children will be rewarded with their 1950s Detective Badge and
Detective Graduation Certificate.
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Facilities for Schools
You are welcome to use our Outdoor Picnic areas. Undercover areas are also available in the case of
inclement weather.
We provide safe and secure storage for lunch boxes, coats etc., so no more lost jumpers!
Wendy Street Play area and a 1950s Play box are available as part of your visit. The Play box contains
items such as instructions on ball games and skipping rhymes, large and small toys such as Skipping
Ropes, Hula Hoops, Marbles, Jacks and 1950s story books. Take the opportunity to have a 1950s story
time in our story telling chair.
We aim to be fully accessible with wide paths, ramped doorways and seating but please discuss with us
any particular needs you may have.

Make a day of it.
Have lunch in our grounds then take a walk around Wimborne town, right opposite our gates, and
compare life in the town today. We will look after your bits and bobs until the end of your visit, so no
more lost coats, bags or lunch boxes.
Suggested Outline of day.
10.00 - Arrive and greeted by staff
10.15 - Trails and challenges in groups of 6 with accompanying adults. Approximately 2 hours.
12.15 - Lunch , Wendy Street and Play Boxes
1.00 - Option to visit Wimborne Town and Wimborne Minster, we can supply activity sheets to
support this if required.
If not visiting Wimborne Town feel free to take the time and explore the Model Town, games
and toys further or extend the Spot Challenges.
2.15 - Return to Model Town
o Shop
o Prepare for return to school
2.30 - Coach
This is just a suggestion of how a day at Wimborne Model Town can be organised Feel free to contact us
to discuss your individual requirements.
Tips for a successful visit
Booking - Telephone or email to check availability for your visit. We will then make a booking, either
provisional or definite. When booking is confirmed our Education Resource Pack is available to download
or we can send a hard copy.
Pre-Visit - Book a free pre-visit to familiarise yourself with the site and write a risk assessment.
Supporting information for your risk assessment is available below.
Prior to Visit - Introduce the children to the topics and objects you would like them to see at the
Model Town. Download background information, suggested activities and lesson plans to help with your
planning.
Outline of Day - Familiarise yourself with your timetable of the day and brief all adults.
Resources - We supply resources required to complete our trail and detective training tasks, but
information downloaded from our resource site might be useful for helpers when working with groups.
Come Rain or shine - Much of your time will be spent out of doors so please ensure children and
adults are dressed appropriately for the weather, with suitable footwear.
Additional Information
COACHES:
Coaches can drop off and pick up at the front entrance.
School Visit Rates
£5.00 per child with accompanying adults free of charge.
Trails, Spot Challenges and resources required are supplied during your visit free of charge.
OPENING TIMES:
Late March to October: 10am – 4.30pm Tuesday to Friday
Please feel free to contact us if you have any queries or need to change an aspect of your visit.

Resource materials
These are available to support your visit and can be downloaded from the Resources section of our
Education Website after booking or collected during your Pre-Visit.
Background Information
The following 1950s background information can be downloaded, including pictures in Word that you are
free to use.
o Important 190s Events
o Family Life
o Household goods
o Shopping
o School
o Leisure
o Toys, Games and Rhymes
o Outdoor Games
o Television, Radio, Gramophone
o Music
o Fashion
o Transport
o Timeline from 1950s to 200s - Key events with pictures and information - can be used to create own
timeline or order events.
o Suggested Activities that can be used as an introduction prior to the visit or as reinforcement and
follow up.

Suggested Curriculum Links - KS1
English
There are a range of opportunities to develop listening skills and vocabulary;
o Build vocabulary related to the 1950s and beyond using the displays and time line
o Use language to develop understanding of what life was like in the 1950s
o Take part in role play in our 1950s school room display
o Listen to and discuss 1950s stories
Your visit can also stimulate meaningful writing opportunities, either as follow up or pre-visit activities.
History
Timeline
o Know how to use time lines to order events o Identify significant events from the 1950s to present
in the 1950s to present day and put in order.
day and use our timeline to order events.
o Recognise significant people and events
o Discuss significant events on our timeline and why
between the 1950 and 2000s and how life
they have changed the way we live today, e.g.
changed as a result.
World Wide Web, Google.
o Discuss events using words and phrases
Displays, Models and Trails
relating to the passing of time, such as before, Explore the social history of Wimborne using our trail,
after, a long time ago.
models, displays and artifacts. Compare with life as we
o Look for similarities and differences between know it today.
life today and in the today and in the 1950s.
o Shops and shopping
o Pre-decimal coins
o School days and play
o Fashions and leisure activities
Geography
Displays, Models and Trails
o Use simple compass directions (North,
• Follow a simple map of Wimborne Model Town
South, East and West) and locational and
using simple compass directions and directional
directional language [for example, near and
vocabulary e.g. turn right into East Street, Look
far; left and right], to describe the location of
North what can you see etc.
features and routes on a map.
• Match symbols to key features in the Model Town.
o Devise a simple map; and use and construct
• Devise own symbols and add to map, to include
basic symbols in a key.
dangers and key features.

Maths
o Recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D
shapes
o Discuss and solve problems in familiar
practical contexts using mathematical terms.

Design and Technology
o Explore different types of buildings, shops,
houses, churches, and identify shapes and
features.
Use visit to Wimborne as a stimulus to create
your own model village to include buildings,
bridges etc.

Science
o Identify and name a variety of common wild
and garden plants, including deciduous and
evergreen trees
o Identify and describe the basic structure of a
variety of common flowering plants, including
trees
o Identify and name a variety of common
animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles,
birds and mammals
o Say which part of the body is associated with
each sense.
Working Scientifically
o Observing closely using magnifying glasses,
comparing and contrasting familiar plants and
draw diagrams showing the parts of different
plants including trees.
Art and Design
o Developing techniques in using colour,
pattern, texture, line, shape, form.

Displays, Models and Trails
o Identify shapes in model buildings.
o Use pre-decimal money within 10/-, 20/- etc.
o Add totals and find change
o Order prices; which is the most/least etc.
o What can you buy with 10/- etc.
o How much would 2 cost at 2/- etc.
Timeline
o Use knowledge of place value to order dates on the
timeline.
Displays, Models and Trails
o Explore a range of buildings around the Model Town,
identify different types of buildings e.g., shops,
houses, Churches. Identify key features in each;
what shape are the walls, door, windows, roof,
chimneys etc. Compare differences and similarities.
o Look at shop signs and identify differences in
lettering, layout etc. Discuss importance of eye
catching design.
Sketch a design for their own shop based on what
they have observed to include shop signs.
Gardens
o Match pictures of plants to names in our gardens.
o Identify the creatures that live in our Bug Hotel and
pond.
o Find out about the life of bees in Bumble Bee Lodge.
o Use senses to find textures, sounds, smells in our
sensory garden and grounds.
o Use magnifying glasses to observe different plants
and flowers and make observational drawings.

Gardens, Displays, Models and Trails
Link to Science and Design Technology
o Observational drawing of plants and buildings
around the grounds.
Link to History
o Observational drawings of our 1950s toys and
artifacts.

Notes on Safety
Adult Supervision
Adults with the group are responsible for the pupils while on site and we ask that they supervise the
children in their care at all times.
Ratio
Foundation stage 1:5
Years 1 and 2 - 1:6
Risk Assessment
The Risk Assessment below can be used to help you develop your own School Specific Risk Assessment
Risk Assessment
Wimborne Model Town - 2017
Outside the Premises
Alighting from coach
/mini bus
Movement from vehicle
to entrance to model
village
No pedestrian crossing
on road

Other vehicles using the coach/car park
Vehicles using coach/car parks and road
users
Traffic using road

Minimal risk once the
road has been crossed
DEEP WATER
There are several areas
in the model town
where waterways are
close to the footpath
Adventure Playground
THIS IS AN
UNSUPERVISED
AREA – PLEASE
KEEP A CAREFUL
EYE ON THE
CHILDREN IN YOU
CARE
Wasp/Bee stings

Possible splinters
from wooden
fences, tables, and
wooden structures,
etc
Fence or walkway

Keep charges under strict supervision and in
tight formation.
Charges to be kept in crocodile formation - at
least one adult at front and one at rear
When road is clear of traffic a supervisor
(preferably wearing a high vis jacket) should
stand in the middle of the road, either end of
crocodile, until all charges have crossed.
Reverse the procedure when leaving.

On the premises
Care should be taken by supervisors to Should an incident occur – inform a member of
ensure that their charges do not cross
staff immediately after rescue. If any of your
or climb barriers and do not endanger
party have first-aid skills please use
themselves by falling in the water.
immediately.
There are safety surfaces under the play
equipment but children should be
supervised by teachers / adults at all
times.

Should an incident occur – inform a member of
staff immediately. First aid is available from the
First Aid Room located behind the Tea Room.

Although we endeavour to discourage
wasps and bees, inevitably they will be
about, particularly in vicinity of rubbish
bins. Please warn children to keep away
from these areas.
Please warn children that many of the
fences, tables and wooden structures
may have splinters

First Aid Facilities are located at reception.

Please warn children and supervise at all
times on walkway

If necessary, plasters are available from the
First Aid Room located behind the Tea Room

If necessary, plasters are available from the
First Aid Room located behind the Tea Room

